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On Friday July 13, the Embassy Political Counselor and Embassy 
Refugee Officer met with Juan Carlos Arlia, chairman of the 
Argentine Foreign Office Working Group on Human Rights, and 
Rodolfo Martin Saravia, an assistant of Arlia who acts as the 
Foreign Office coordinator on the right of option program. The 
meeting was held to discuss the Minister of Interior’s current PEN 
prisoner population statistics given at a June 29 press conference. 
The Political Counselor presented Arlia with a list of questions 
the Embassy had about the PEN statistics released by Harguindeguy 
and, in return, had previously asked Arlia to write down any ques- 
tions he may have had over our parole program. Arlia had no 
questions. 

Neither Arlia nor Martin Saravia had available a copy of the June 29 
Harguindeguy statement, so little was discussed over the released 
PEN statistics. Arlia did promise to send Embassy questions to the 
Ministry of Interior for consideration. 

The major topiciof conversation of the meeting was the Buenos Aires 
Herald article of July 4 that dealt with the United States parole 
program. Arlia was visibly upset over both the information con- 
tained in the article and in its tone. He felt that the article 
was misleading and did not contain the relevant statistics con- 
cerning the Argentine right of option program. He stated that 
the number of certificates issued by the Embassy was a meaningless 
figure and that the only figure that really was significant was 
the number of these certificate holders who had actually presented 
certificates to the pOA in the form of right of option requests. 

Arlia also took exception to the statement in the article that the 
United States would not "accept terrorists” into the United States 
and that, to date, only five applicants had been refused a certifi- 
cate on those grounds. Arlia declared that all PEN prisoners are 
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confirmed terrorists and that he could show us their police records 
to prove it. He quickly retreated from that statement and stated 
that, in fact, he wouldn't show us any police records because: 

1) we would not believe the records were true, or 2) if we did 
believe the police records we would turn all PEN detainees down 
for parole. (We are pouching with this Memcon a statement resume 
Arlia and Martin Saraviagave us. The figures are not of sig- 
nificant variance with ours, but the bases are different. See 
our notes on the resume itself.) 

Arlia ended the meeting with the suggestion that Embassy parole 
program information made available to the press be cleared through 
his office first, adding the general threat that if this type of 
article continued to appear in the press, the Embassy would not 
be granted permission to visit any more PEN prisoners. 

EMBASSY COMMENT: Arlia appeared to be playing the party line to 

its fullest throughout the meeting and little substantive informa- 
tion was gained from the conversation. Although Arlia was upset 
about what he considers to be an attempt by the Embassy to manipulate 
the press through the release of "biased. statistics , " to date, there 
has been no serious attempt by the GOA to hinder the Embassy's parole 
program at the operational level. To the contrary, at the opera- 
tional level the parole program presently has be'tter cooperation from 
the GOA than it ever has had in the past. 

Attachment : 

As stated. 


DISTRIBUTION: 

AMB ARA/ECA 

DCM INR/RAR 

POL 3 IHR/OIL/B 

POL/R 

ECOM 

USICA 

CONS/REF 


Clearance : 

POLCOUNS : WHHa liman 


CONS/REF : KSackett : jk 
7/20/79 



